
  

 
  Agenda Item:  4  

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT 
 

 
 
AGENDA DATE: February 28, 2024 
 
TO: Parks and Recreation Commission 
   
FROM: Parks Division, Parks and Recreation Department 
 
SUBJECT: Street Tree Advisory Committee Recommendations 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Commission: 
 
A. Conditionally approve the following setback tree removal request: 
 

1. 1105 Las Alturas Road – Quercus agrifolia, Coast Live Oak – Carl Bryant 
 

The Committee reviewed the Coast Live Oak proposed for removal, noting that the 
tree was in fair health, but in poor structural shape due to fire damage. A significant 
portion of the tree’s stem was badly damaged during the Tea Fire, resulting in large 
areas of decay. They reviewed the reasons listed for removal, which included 
improvements to the property and the garage. As part of the planned 
improvements the applicant is proposing to modify the garage, including relocating 
where the driveway approaches the garage. During discussion, the Committee 
determined that the proposed work constituted a reasonable development of 
property. Additionally, during discussion, they reviewed the applicant’s stated 
desire to plant a new grove of oak trees. The Committee agreed that replanting 
new trees was a great idea and they were supportive of the proposal. After review, 
they determined that conditioning one new tree would be adequate, commenting 
that they were supportive of the replanting of multiple trees as the applicant stated 
on their application. 
 
The Committee recommends (5/0) that the Commission approve the removal on 
the condition the applicant plant one or more tree(s) that can achieve a minimum 
height of 20 feet or more at maturity.  
 
The Committee determined that pursuant to SBMC 15.24.090 B, the Commission 
could make the finding that a reasonable and practical development of the property 
on which the trees are located requires their removal. 
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B. Approve the following changes to the Street Tree Master Plan: 
 

1. 1100 – 1500 blocks of Crestline Drive – modify existing designations – staff  
 

As part of the Forestry Program’s efforts to update the street tree designation 
listing, with a focus on increasing species diversity and utilizing larger trees where 
feasible, staff brought forward the existing designations for all of Crestline Drive 
for review and potential modification. There are a total of 4 different designations 
for each block. Currently designated species include Australian Willow, Carrot 
Wood, Weeping Bottlebrush, and Coral Gum. Of the current designated species, 
the Australian Willow has very poor structure and is prone to limb failure, the Carrot 
Wood is short lived and can develop problematic debris issues over time, and the 
Weeping Bottlebrush, is maintenance intensive and does not have a broad canopy, 
so provides low levels of shade. Staff proposed the Committee review the current 
designations and develop new street tree designations for the entire street, with 
the goal of identifying species that can grow to larger sizes to provide more shade 
while creating a more uniform planting palate. They discussed suitable species, 
focused on larger shade trees that would function well given the soil type and hotter 
weather this street typically experiences. After review, the Committee determined 
that Coral Gum, Argyle Apple, Coast Live Oak, and Brisbane Box would be good 
street tree designations for all of Crestline Drive. 
 
The Committee recommends (5/0) that the Commission approve Eucalyptus 
torquata, Coral Gum, Eucalyptus cinerea, Argyle Apple, Quercus agrifolia, Coast 
Live Oak, and Lophostemon confertus, Brisbane Box as street tree designations 
for the 1100 – 1500 blocks of Crestline Drive. 

 
2. 00 – 600 blocks of E. Sola Street and 00 – 400 blocks of W. Sola Street – modify 

existing designations – staff 

With a similar focus to the Crestline Drive changes, staff also brought several 
blocks of both East and West Sola Street to the Committee for review.  Blocks 
reviewed included the 00-600 blocks of East Sola and the 00-400 blocks of West 
Sola. These blocks begin at the dead end of West Sola Street near the 101 
Highway and continue to where East Sola Street dead ends just past Alta Vista 
Road. Currently there are 7 trees designated for use on these blocks, which 
include: Brisbane Box, Pink Trumpet Tree, Victorian Box, New Zealand Christmas 
Tree, London Plane Tree, Firewheel Tree, and Jacaranda. In addition to promoting 
increased diversity and large canopy shade trees, the existing designation of 
London Plane Tree is problematic.  The London Plane Tree is a hybrid variety of 
Sycamore and has been known to hybridize locally with native California 
Sycamore.  This hybridization diminishes native seed stock over time.  
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The Committee discussed existing designated species, including their merits, and 
other species that would be successful. The Committee determined that several of 
the existing designations made good practical sense and commented that the 
addition of other species would increase diversity and provide more flexibility as 
well as maximize canopy cover.  The Committee reviewed sections of the street 
for specific designations and recommended the species as follows:  

 00 block E. Sola Street – Ginkgo, Pink Trumpet Tree, Brisbane Box 
 100-200 blocks E. Sola Street – Pink Trumpet Tree, Camphor 
 300-600 blocks E. Sola Street – Catalina Cherry, Carolina Laurel 

Cherry, New Zealand Christmas Tree, and Firewheel 
 00-400 blocks of W. Sola Street – Pink Trumpet Tree, Firewheel, and 

Jacaranda 

The Committee recommends (5/0) that the Commission approve Ginkgo biloba, 
Ginkgo, Handroanthus heptaphyllus, Pink Trumpet Tree, and Lophostemon 
confertus, Brisbane Box as street tree designations for the 00 blocks of E. Sola 
Street. Handroanthus heptaphyllus, Pink Trumpet Tree, and Cinnamomum 
camphora, Camphor Tree as street tree designations for 100 – 200 blocks of E. 
Sola Street. Prunus ilicifolia subsp. lyonii, Catalina Cherry, Prunus caroliniana, 
Carolina Laurel Cherry, Metrosideros excelsa, New Zealand Christmas Tree, and 
Stenocarpus sinuatus, Firewheel Tree as street tree designations for the 300 – 
600 blocks of E. Sola Street. Handroanthus heptaphyllus, Pink Trumpet Tree, 
Stenocarpus sinuatus, Firewheel Tree, and Jacaranda mimosifolia, Jacaranda as 
street tree designations for the 00 – 400 blocks of W. Sola Street.  

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. 1105 Las Alturas Road  
 2. 1100 – 1500 blocks of Crestline Drive 
 3. 00 – 600 blocks of E. Sola Street and  
  00 – 400 blocks of W. Sola Street 
  
 

  
PREPARED BY: Nathan Slack, Urban Forest Superintendent 
 
APPROVED BY: Jill E. Zachary, Parks and Recreation Director 
 


